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Synopsis

Gail Collins, New York Times columnist and bestselling author, recounts the astounding revolution
in women’s lives over the past 50 years, with her usual "sly wit and unfussy style" (People).When
Everything Changed begins in 1960, when most American women had to get their husbands’
permission to apply for a credit card. It ends in 2008 with Hillary Clinton’s historic presidential
campaign. This was a time of cataclysmic change, when, after four hundred years, expectations
about the lives of American women were smashed in just a generation.A comprehensive mix of oral
history and Gail Collins’s keen research--covering politics, fashion, popular culture, economics, sex,
families, and work--When Everything Changed is the definitive book on five crucial decades of
progress. The enormous strides made since 1960 include the advent of the birth control pill, the end
of "Help Wanted--Male" and "Help Wanted--Female" ads, and the lifting of quotas for women in
admission to medical and law schools. Gail Collins describes what has happened in every realm of
women'’s lives, partly through the testimonies of both those who made history and those who simply
made their way.Picking up where her highly lauded book America’s Women left off, When
Everything Changed is a dynamic story, told with the down-to-earth, amusing, and agenda-free tone
for which this beloved New York Times columnist is known. Older readers, men and women alike,
will be startled as they are reminded of what their lives once were--"Father Knows Best" and "My
Little Margie" on TV; daily weigh-ins for stewardesses; few female professors; no women in the
Boston marathon, in combat zones, or in the police department. Younger readers will see their
history in a rich new way. It has been an era packed with drama and dreams--some dashed and

others realized beyond anyone’s imagining.
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Customer Reviews

Revolutions with the greatest lasting impact are sometimes the quietest events of their time, a
description that applies to the dazzling struggle for equality that American women waged from 1960
to the present. Former U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sandra O’Connor tells of graduating from
Stanford Law School and being unable to get a job in any Phoenix law firm except as a file clerk.
She grew up on an Arizona ranch where her Dad expected her to handle almost every job done by
men; yet, even with a Stanford law degree, she was virtually shut out of the legal profession in
Arizona. Her court nomination was heralded as a major breakthrough. Why? Why is recognition of
anyone’s intelligence a "breakthrough"? Collins is a gifted writer who explains why equality is so
radical, yet so just and inevitable. O’Connor’s career, and that of millions of other women during the
past 50 years, is a genuine "revolution” in social attitudes. It changed America and the world without
a shot being fired and only a few bras burnt. Accepting women as equals in all endeavours doubles
the intelligence of any society. Fifty years ago, women had the choice of career or housework.
Today, women have the right to hold almost any job (except submarine crews) they want. It's a long
complex and continuing effort. After the Equal Rights Amendment was abandoned, women by the
millions set out to win their rights one issue and one job at a time. Collins tells a masterful story
based on personal efforts. The "revolution" was privatized; nothing could stop it. This isn’t a book of
dull theory, bewildered opposition, political theory or arcane legal savvy; it is the stories of hundreds

of people who made Equal Rights a fact of American life and an example for the world.
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